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Onward from Dakar: Taking family planning in novel directionsThe Second International Conference on Family Planning—held in
Dakar, Senegal, in November 2011—brought providers, experts, and ad-
vocates from all over theworld together around a single theme: the crit-
ical importance of family planning on the global health stage. This
journal supplement includes several of the research papers that were
presented at that meeting. These studies were conducted in several
countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. In aggregate, the research rec-
ognizes the relevance of groups of individuals whose family-planning
needs are not all the same: adolescents; couples; postpartum women;
and persons living with HIV. Researchers utilized quantitative and
qualitative methods to address some of the key challenges in family
planning. These include identiﬁcation of factors that inﬂuence contra-
ceptive use and quality of family-planning services; adaptation of infor-
mation technologies to increase utilization of contraception; integration
of HIV and family-planning services; and potential inﬂuence of legisla-
tion on reproductive health outcomes.
We are often reminded that some problems lack a “one size ﬁts all”
solution. The continued, worldwide, unmet need for family planning
demands new approaches and creative thinking. It also presents an im-
perative to understand the varied contexts and settings inwhich family
planning is utilized, in order to tailor effective interventions. The au-
thors whose papers appear in this issue explore a range of these con-
texts. One study explores the role that religious leaders might have
in the contraceptive decisions of Muslim couples in Jordan. Another
study assesses whether a liberalization of abortion law in Ghana
would affect subsequent observed fertility decline. The reproductive
health needs of at-risk groups—such as adolescents, individuals living
in post-conﬂict settings, and persons livingwithHIV/AIDS—need partic-
ular attention. Several papers address these issues as they affect groups
of individuals living in Nigeria, Uganda, and Kenya.
The research featured in this supplement also explores novel ways
to offer family-planning services. Such approaches include provision of
long-acting methods to rural women by community health workers in
Ethiopia, incorporation of conditional cash transfers for postpartum
women in India, and use of mobile technology to provide contraceptive
information in Kenya. The quality of those family-planning services also0020-7292 © 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ireland Ltd. on behalf of International F
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgo.2013.08.002matters: a study evaluates this by asking whether the quality of service
provision inﬂuences contraceptive uptake among Bangladeshi women
seeking menstrual regulation.
The articles in this supplement provide only a glimpse into the inno-
vative work being doneworldwide. Future research and programdirec-
tions may build from concepts similar to those presented here, or may
reach out in entirely newdirections.Weneed to address barriers to con-
traceptive usemore effectively.Wemust continue to recognize the roles
of both women and men in contraceptive decision making. The assis-
tance of valuable allies, such as community healthworkers and religious
leaders, can increase utilization of family-planningmethods. And the in-
ﬂuence of national policies on reproductive health outcomes continues
to merit close attention.
Family planning has a growing number of dedicated champions
around the world, and there is room for optimism as we move for-
ward. By continuing to focus our efforts, we can move closer to en-
suring that every pregnancy is wanted and that every child has a
fair chance to thrive.
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